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Multiculturalism in the curriculum of
citizenship education in Lebanon
Analysis and evaluation

Sheikh Dr. Mohammed Al-Nimr”

Abstract

The aim of this article is to show the extent to which the Lebanese
educational curriculum for education on citizenship is concerned with
multiculturalism, by analyzing the content of the civics education
book for secondary and higher education (from the 7th to the 12th
grade) and to find out the extent to which it includes topics of cultural
pluralism. The research method is analytical - descriptive of content
analysis type. The research sample consists of six books for education
on citizenship in the intermediate and secondary levels. The results of
the content analysis were shown and analyzed according to a descrip-
tive statistic, and it indicated that the percentage of the orientation to-
wards issues of multiculturalism is 22.1%, which is an average
percentage. It turns out that the 9th grade book for education on citi-
zenship contains the largest number of multicultural issues with 32.8%
of its total subjects, while the 12th grade book was 8.1%, which is the
lowest percentage among the analyzed books.

(*) A researcher specializing in educational curricula at the Center for Educational Research and
Studies and a Hauzawi and university professor - Lebanon.



Moral sufficiency is an entry point
for improving training

Dr. Omar Bicho”

Abstract

This theoretical research deals with the issue of improving the func-
tioning of the pedagogical model based on the competencies approach,
and also based - through the latter - on establishing values in the edu-
cation and training system. For the boldness of this approach, on the
one hand, work has been done on moral sufficiency, and what goes on
in its orbit of connections and links, which concern both the connec-
tion of morals with values, and the link between moral insight and suf-
ficiency insight. On the other hand, the presence of moral competence
was dealt with within the analysis of the fragmentation of the profes-
sion ethics of the educational administrative framework, with the pro-
posal to work on a competency engineering that evokes both the
normative competence formula, as well as the general and specific
competency goals.

The research resulted in a set of outcomes, including: Moral insight
is the basis for competent insight, and these two are essential regard-
ing the effectiveness of the decision-making measure in the educational
administration.

(*) Professor and Researcher - Regional Center for Education and Training Professions Beni Mellal
/ Khenifra - Morocco.
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The phenomenon
of homeschooling in Lebanon

Ali Nazar and Rita Nasrallah®”

Abstract

This study aimed to identify the reality of homeschooling in Leba-
non, from the point of view of parents and stakeholders in the educa-
tional sector, by studying this phenomenon in the governorates of
Nabatiyeh and Beirut. For this purpose, the researchers used the qua-
litative approach in this study. The study was also based on existed
theories in home education, as a major theoretical framework. The
data was collected using the triangulation technique in the tools by
conducting: semi-structured individual interviews with five parents and
three stakeholders in the education sector, and group interviews with
five other parents, in addition to collecting the documents available
with the parents.

After analyzing the first objective (identifying the reality of home-
schooling in Lebanon and how it is conducted by parents) using the
qualitative data based on the inductive method, the results indicate:

First: There are seven guidelines that parents must pay attention to
in order to practice homeschooling. Second: There are four reasons
for homeschooling (academic, financial, etc.). Third: Thirty positives
and negatives, internal and external are derived from the practice of
homeschooling. Fourth: The dominance of the selective approach in
homeschooling among the Lebanese four curricula. Fifth: The depth
of positive interaction of the child in homeschooling. Sixth: Very good
academic and psychological results achieved by the children of the
participants. Seventh: Deepening the cautious attitudes of the partners
towards homeschooling.

(*) Two researchers from Saint Joseph University - Beirut - Lebanon.



Likewise, moving to the second objective, which is to inspect the ap-
proach of those concerned in the educational sector in Lebanon re-
garding home education, the data resulting from the interviews
conducted with those in concern were classified into four main topics.
First: the lack of legislation for home education in Lebanon. Second:
No, there are no studies or reports on homeschooling in Lebanon.
Third: The disparity of stakeholders in reading and evaluating the ex-
perience of homeschooling. Fourth: Explaining and proposing im-
mediate and structural mechanisms for the legislation of
homeschooling in Lebanon.

In conclusion, this study represented a preliminary foundation for
future research on home education in the Arab world in general and
Lebanon in particular. The study concluded with a number of basic re-
commendations and suggestions in the field of home education.
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School
Between politicization, alienation
and commodification

Dr. Ali Krayim"”

Abstract

Speaking about the school, and regarding the central role entrusted
to it at the level of education and teaching, the school faces the dan-
gers of politicization, according to the interests of the ruling powers.
These ruling powers are dependent on local or foreign agendas at
times, or threatened by the dangers of alienation, in the belief of the
need to keep pace with modernity. This issue makes it fall into the fur-
nace of Western cultures which promote its educational ideas in times
and its trends at other times.

As for the risks of commodification, when the school and its educa-
tional-teaching project becomes subject to considerations of supply
and demand, as if education is a commodity for supply, and education
- if it conserves its rank - is a good, and learners are customers, subject
to the rules of buying and selling in the marketplace. Despite all this,
school is no longer the societal institution that forms itself and builds
the rules of behavior, based on its educational project. In contrary,
school becomes the bearer of various political objectives, the promoter
of foreign cultures and the hostage to trade rules and market fluctua-
tions.

Perhaps the method of conducting this research which is based on an
attempt to draw the boundaries between the legitimate objective for
which the school was created and the foreign interests, pushes to delve
into the justifications of this objective and its strategic prospects, in a

(*) University Professor and Director of Field Studies at the Center for Educational Research and
Studies.



way that can achieve balance in the person of the learner. The method
applied in this research also helps the learner to start in life, according
to the requirements that qualify him for the future roles ascribed to
him away from all the deviations that may affect the school, as a result
of the obstacles implanted in the way of performing its educational
mission.

The research we have in our hands aims to put the process of school
education in its functional contexts, in favor of the formation of a ba-
lanced structure for the learner. This balanced structure starts with
identifying the cognitive contributions and leading to the imminent
challenges that the school faces today which are at three levels: politi-
cization, alienation and commodification, in an attempt to redraw the
true destination of the school project, outside of these issues.
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school and its functions
between philosophy and technology

*

Dr. Mohamed Termos"”

Abstract

In the era of technology dominance over all areas of human life, the
calls for the adoption of e-learning and distance learning have
emerged. A central question arises about the role and the fate of the
school in the light of these changes and calls? Has the role and exis-
tence of the school really terminated or will it end?

In this study, we will address this problem, by shedding light on the
role of technology throughout history. We will also address the
changes taking place in education and their impact on school perfor-
mance and functions. The study concluded that technology is not a
problem in itself, as it is useful and as it develops the methods of edu-
cation. But the problem lies in the fact that education deals with the
human personality as a whole, and seeks to find transformation and
transcendence in it, and this cannot be achieved, except with the pre-
sence of a meaningful environment, which technology does not pro-
vide.

On the other hand, in the shadow of the educational and teaching
opportunities offered by technology and its media, the problematic of
who should organize this new environment is raised, and can it replace
- whatever it is - and in its entirety, the place of the school environ-
ment? Is the fate of the school and the organization of the school en-
vironment now in the hands of technology?

Here comes the role of philosophy which emerges as an existential,
epistemological, value and moral reference, and as a creator of mean-
ing. Philosophy must be relied upon in organizing life as a whole, so
how about organizing the school environment? Hence, in this scope,
the fate and role of the school in the future is determined.

(*) PhD in Philosophy of Education, and educational researcher - Lebanon.



Ways of thinking about the reality and the
future of school:
Tunisia as an example

Dr. Moncef Al-Khamiri®”

Abstract

It seems that the discourse of the education crisis, or the crisis in
education and teaching, is transient to all schools in the world, as al-
most no article, study or report on education is devoid of warning of
the seriousness of the educational situation, on several levels, in all
countries of the world. The pace of acquiring basic skills has declined,
especially after the Corona crisis.

Furthermore, it is a universal crisis that has an impact on any school
regardless of its location, but with specific relevance for some compli-
cations in our Arab countries.

On the other hand, we do believe that the expected up-coming re-
forms will focus mainly on a set of fundamental pillars or principles.
Among these pillars, we hope to see discussion on how we could bene-
fit from advances in neuroscience, how we can improve the educa-
tional atmosphere, and how we can review the paths and specialities
map. And last but not least, we need to see discussion on what lessons
societies have learned from the pandemic and how they will put this
knowledge to good use in the future.

(*) General Advisor for School and University Guidance and President of the Tunisian Association
of Guidance Counselors - Tunisia.
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School Sociology:
Genesis and contemporary
theoretical approaches
in the West and the Arab world

Muhammad Musa Alloush”?

Abstract

The school is considered an important social institution, for its role
in educating individuals and preparing them for social and future life.
Therefore, it has received the attention of the sociologists, who have
carefully studied and analyzed its functions. Each one of the sociolo-
gists did his studies according to his direction and the school to which
he belongs.

Based on the foregoing, this research comes in five topics to shed
light on school and education, according to theoretical and critical so-
ciological approaches. Moreover, it talks about the sociological divi-
sion between the two directions: objective and subjective. The
research, moreover, studied the emergence of the school of sociology
through the objective approach and the structural-functional ap-
proach.

The research also dealt with the issue of the schools of sociology, un-
der the scope of the conflict in the approach to sociology, especially
the school’s role in social reproduction and reproduction of hegemony.
In addition, the study investigated the individualistic approach in so-
ciology, according to the theoretical proposition of Raymond Boudon.
Finally, the research reviewed the most prominent points stated by
Khaldoun al-Naqgeeb, a contemporary Arab sociologist, about the
school.

(*) Researcher in Sociology - Lebanon.



School in the Arab world:
reality and how to face future challenges
- A civilized approach -

Dr. Hussein Youssef"”

Abstract

Researchers and decision-makers from all over the world meet to bet
on education as a gateway for improving the quality of life, for facing
crises and for fronting the multiple challenges from which our world
suffers today, and thus underline the need for reforming and develop-
ing the education system to respond to this bet.

In part one of this research, we will present the reality of the Arab
world today, and the challenges it faces from international and local
perspective, as an introduction to the study of the reality of the Arab
world schools, its education systems, and the eligibility of these sys-
tems to meet these challenges.

In part two, we will try to build a new approach to analyze the chal-
lenges of the Arab world schools and its education systems. This ap-
proach will be based on understanding the broader context that
produced these challenges, what we have called the concept of the civi-
lizational approach, with an attempt to build a coherent conceptual
base. We also aim to propose a methodological framework that re-
sponds to this approach, in the hope that it will help to engross the
educational and other challenges imposed by the domination of Wes-
tern civilization, and the aspirations of its people to globalize this civi-
lization.

(*) is a professor at the Lebanese University President of the Islamic Foundation for Education -
Lebanon.
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